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Straight Talk - Our Water is Over-Allocated 
 
1.  Welcome and Introduction   
 
2.  The Fundamental Problem - Over-Allocation  
 

Janet Jarratt, President of Water Assembly 
Thomas Turney, former State Engineer 

paper water rights 

wet 

water 

 



 
3.  Pueblo Perspective  
 
     Everett Chavez, Governor of Santo Domingo Pueblo 
     Chairman, Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Water Coalition 
 
4.  Impacts of Over Allocation on meeting State and Federal Obligations  
 

 Stephen Farris - Office of the NM Attorney General 
 Kevin Flanigan - NM Interstate Stream Commission 
 Valda Terauds - US Bureau of Reclamation 
 Jennifer Anne Ickes - NM Environment Department 
 Jennifer Nelson - Environmental Planner, URS 

 
5.  Impacts of Over Allocation on Local Government  
 

 David Gensler - MRG Conservancy District 
 Commissioner Teresa Córdova - Bernalillo County 
 Councilor Debbie O'Malley - City of Albuquerque 
 Councilor Terese Ulivarri - City of Belen 

 
6.   Impacts on Citizens' Values & Preferences  
 
     John Brown, NM Water Dialogue Executive Director 
 
7.  Congressional Perspective  
 

  A message from Senator Jeff Bingaman (video)  
 

8.  Impacts of Over Allocation on Citizens  
 

 Marcia Fernandez - Neighborhood Association 
 Steve Harris - Environmental Organization 
 James Maestas - Irrigation Water Users Group 
 John Black - Developer / Land Owner 
 Steve Lucero - Farmer & Rancher 

 
9. Summary of the Impacts (Janet Jarratt)  
 
Straight Action - Protect Our Future 



 
10.  Facilitated General Discussion (Melinda Smith)  
 

Question 1: What are the next steps the Water Assembly should take 
regarding the over-allocation problem?  
 
Question 2: Where do people want to put their energies with respect to the 
Water Assembly during the next year?  What should the role of the WA be 
in the coming year?  Which working teams should continue and what 
actions should be done?  Ideas include: 

 
  interacting with government    working with youth 
  adding to the science    planning with our neighbors 
  monitoring progress 

 
11.  Selection of Advocacy Representatives  
 

In order to ensure a balance among interests in our deliberations, we 
annually select a Board of Directors with two representatives and an 
alternate chosen from each of six advocacy areas: 
   
a.  Agricultural Business and Production  
b.  Cultural and Historic Water Use    
c.  Environmental Preservation & Improvement    
d.  Industrial, Institutional and Business    
e.  Residential Water Use    
f.  Technical Specialty    
 

     See handout for more information 
 
12.  Wrap Up & Adjourn 
 



 
Introduction 

 
The Fundamental Problem: Over-Allocation 

 
Janet Jarratt, Water Assembly President: 
 
So the fundamental problem: over-allocation. Why would the Water Assembly pick that 
one? The Water Assembly has always picked the hard topics. Just having the Middle 
Rio Grande Region try to develop a regional water plan was a hard one in itself. It’s a 
very difficult region, very diverse. It has the largest city in the state, still has agricultural 
interests, acequia interests, and a lot of environmental concerns. It’s a very complex 
region. And in getting to that regional water plan and getting it accepted by the ISC, 
there were a lot of hard conversations and hard topics that nobody really wanted to talk 
about, that had to be talked about. So now we have a plan accepted by the ISC, 
another topic that is really important to us is over-allocation. 
 
One thing that brings water over-allocation to attention is the 2002 Annual Report of the 
Water and Natural Resources Committee. Their executive summary has a paragraph 
that makes the problem very clear. It says: “New Mexico is over-appropriated. There is 
less water available than there are legal claims to the water, and the state appears to be 
in the midst of a drought cycle, according to tree ring studies of past climate conditions. 
If this drought worsens, legal, economic and political water problems will become more 
severe.” 
 
The fact is we are over-allocated. So what can we do about that? What do people want 
to do about that? What are some of the ideas and solutions, things we can do in moving 
forward with implementation of the regional water plan that might help address that very 
sticky problem that isn’t talked about in public very much? 
 
We chose the topic of over-allocation today because we think it’s very important for the 
coming year and on into the future, and somebody has to be brave enough to go first—
to take it out to the public and really ask what should be done. 
 


