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West-Wide Climate Risk Assessment Activities: 

Upper Rio Grande Impact Assessment 

• Widely referenced within Middle 

Rio Grande Community  

• Used as Basis for Reclamation 

Basin Studies, as well as other 

planning studies in the 

community such as: 

•  Albuquerque-Bernalillo 

County Water Utility 

Authority Water 100-year 

Plan. 

• the DOT Volpe Center study 

of transportation and land-

use planning in the 

Albuquerque area. 
 



Basin Study 

Program 
• Collaborative studies, cost-

shared with non- Federal 

partners, to evaluate the 

impacts of climate change 

and help ensure sustainable 

water supplies by identifying 

strategies to address 

imbalances in water supply 

and demands 

 

• Eligible applicants include 

states, tribes, water districts, 

cities, and other local 

governmental entities with 

water delivery or 

management authority 

located in the 17 Western 

States 

 

• Require 50/50 cost-share 
 

 



Santa Fe Basin Study:  
Adaptations to Projected Changes in Water Supply 

and Demand 

• Final study released to 

public September 2015. 

• Focus on municipal water. 

• City of Santa Fe is acting on 

recommendations of the 

study, and with funding from 

a Title XVI Grant from 

Reclamation, has recently 

completed a feasibility study 

of Water Reuse options. 

• Santa Fe has been awarded 

funding for follow on analysis 

to help prioritize adaptation 

actions. 
 



Middle Rio Grande Basin Study: 

Plan of Study 
• Received 2015 funding from 

the Office of Policy for 

collaboration with partners 

to develop a Plan of Study 

for a Middle Rio Grande 

Basin Study 

• Led by the Middle Rio 

Grande Conservancy 

District 

• Project seeks to involve all 

basin stakeholders in a 

comprehensive basin study 



Adaptations under Consideration…. 
• Flexibility in reservoir operations 

• Reduction of reservoir evaporative losses 

• Municipal and agricultural water conservation 

• Improvements in irrigation system metering, automation, and management 

• Efficiency improvements within acequias  

• Shortage sharing agreements within and across all sectors 

• Upper, mid-watershed and river restoration at large, landscape-scale to 

increase resilience and reduce damage from uncharacteristically severe 

wildfire 

• Upper watershed storage, and ways to detain or store water for later use 

• Improvements to monitoring and  management of extreme precipitation 

events and floods 

• Small water system maintenance and capacity improvements 

• Groundwater management and aquifer storage and recovery 

• Water reuse and recycling 

• Water banking and other supply/demand transactions between willing 

parties 

• Building of institutional capacity for emergency response, including 

droughts, floods, wildfire, and debris flows. 


