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Welcome to the 12

th
 Annual Water Assembly. Glad to see you folks here. This Assembly is 

entitled “Subprime Water Crisis,’ and what we would like to do today is have a series of 

presentations and interactions with the audience, and come up with a working plan for the Water 

Assembly in the coming year.  

 

The theme is built on the last thee or four years—in 2004, our theme was ‘Overuse’; in 2005 it 

was ‘Overallocation’; the following year was ‘Adjudication: Curse or Salvation?’; and this year 

is on the ‘Subprime Water Crisis,’ which pulls all of those things together. 

 

My name is Ed Payne. I’m the current President of the Water Assembly, which brings up a side 

note: part of today’s meeting will be to elect a board of directors and we’ll have our annual 

business meeting after that. If you are interested, let us know. 

 

 
 

Let me set the stage. The first slide up there—‘In Plus Out Equals Accumulation’… If you look 

at our water budget, we’re about 20% over in our usage of what comes in versus what’s 

consumed, or renewable. What comes in is renewably supplied vs. consumption. This is just a 

schematic of what our inflows are; the deficit in red is about 55,000 acre-feet per year, and the 

yellow is consumption. 

55,000 Acre Feet is 18 Billion Gallons 
Enough to Fill a Football Field 7 Miles Deep, Every Year ! 

The Regional Water Budget Bottom Line 

Inflows 
261,000 

af/yr 

Consumption 
316,000 

af/yr 

Deficit 
55,000 

af/yr 

Ongoing Deficit Spending of Water – 15-20% 
Last Quarter of the 20

th
 Century 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next slide is a 2000-year tree ring study. If you look at the far right, the last quarter century 

has been very wet. Many people think we’re living in a drought but if you compare it to 1959, 

we’re much wetter than that. When Chaco Canyon was abandoned, we’re far wetter than that 

time period. So all of this plays into our house of cards, or subprime water crisis. 

 

 

[next slide] A brief history…We completed a regional water plan in 2004 for the three-county 

area. It was accepted by all the local governments and the Interstate Stream Commission. The 

mission for the plan, and also for the Water Assembly, is to balance use with renewable supply. 

 

Average rainfall 14.5 

Chaco Canyon 

Rainfall Over 2000 Years in New 

Mesa Verde 

BC AD 

Tree rings from El Malpais National Monument (Henri Grissino-

Last Quarter 

The Regional Water Plan 
 

 Completed – 2004 

  Sandoval, Bernalillo, and Valencia Counties  

  Accepted by All 20 Local Governments in Region 

  Accepted by NM Interstate Stream Commission 

 

Mission of the Plan: 

 

“Balance Water Use with Renewable Supply” 

 

What Actions Will Make It Really Happen? 

More Work is Needed 

Please Join Us! 

 

Since the acceptance of the plan, improvements have been made to our 

management of water.  However, the deficit has not gone away, improved 

knowledge such as global warming has surfaced, and potential 

consequences of inadequate poor planning have become more focused.  

Additional pressures –such as new users and uses or renewed concerns 

about quality– add to the list of issues and tasks to be worked on. 



 

[next] Since the adoption of the plan, we’ve identified several issues or areas that we could work 

on, and we’ve done that, primarily as an education effort, but we’re looking for other things to do 

besides education, and that’s what our meeting today is about. 

 

I’d like to introduce our facilitator today, Mr. Carl Moore. He’s going to keep us on track today. 

 

Carl Moore (facilitator): And I’ve got the egg timer to prove it. We’re really going to follow the 

schedule in a very tight way, so whatever time is allocated, that’s the amount of time we’ll spend 

on each of those segments. There’ll also be a couple of occasions where I’ll ask you what you’ve 

heard that you think has real promise for the Water Assembly to focus on. You might listen with 

a pencil in hand and start noting those things, because from time to time during the course of the 

day, I’m going to want to collect that, and before we leave here today, see if this group can agree 

on—from its perspective—what things the Water Assembly could work on that would be most 

satisfying and could make the most progress. 

 

 

 
 

www.WaterAssembly.org 
 
 


