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Growth, Ecology, Traditions: Not Enough Water for All 
 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Lucy Moore: Hello everybody, and welcome to the Eleventh Annual Water Assembly gathering. 
I’m Lucy Moore and I’ve been facilitating these for a while. Today, I’m joined by Ric 
Richardson. We’ll be co-facilitating, just for fun, and I’m looking forward to spending time with 
all of you. We have Lynn Montgomery at the video console back there, and Lynn, tell us what 
happens to all this footage? 
 
Lynn Montgomery: I professionally edit the footage and then burn CDs and sell them for a 
nominal fee. If anybody wants one, give me your contact information. 
 
Elaine Hebard: Last year’s CDs from Lynn are out on display, to show you what they look like. 
Also, from those, transcripts are prepared and are available on our website. 
 
Lucy Moore: If any speaker or anyone from the audience wishes not to be videoed, it is our 
responsibility—mine and Ric’s—to protect you. Just let us know, and we’ll turn it off for that 
period of time. It’s meant to be a record, not to put you on the spot or inhibit you in any way. 
 
Bob Wessely: I just want to mention that the prime transcriptor is Lisa Robert. 
 
Lucy Moore: And I want to acknowledge the volunteers who put this meeting together—the 
Water Assembly Annual Meeting Planning Team—and also, Kevin Bean and his daughter 
Rachel did all the food. 
 
Out front we have handouts about the Water Assembly. The pink one, which we’re going to deal 
with later this morning, is a way of prioritizing what sort of direction you would like to see the 
Water Assembly take. The purple one relates to the advocacy groups and those big papers on the 
wall. Right before lunch we will tell you what to do with them. 
 
**************** 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 Ed Payne, Water Assembly President 
 
Lucy Moore: I want to introduce Ed Payne, who is the Water Assembly’s president. Ed is a semi-
retired engineer who has worked in environmental remediation of soils and groundwater that 
have been impacted by petroleum hydrocarbons at refineries and gas plants, compressor stations, 
terminals and service stations. In addition to being president of the Water Assembly, Ed is active 
in Parkinson’s disease organizations. Ed, thanks for all your work. 
 



Ed Payne: Good morning and welcome. I’m glad to see so many folks interested in water here 
today. As was said, this is our eleventh assembly, and it’s building on the last three.  
 

 
 
In 2004 we dealt with the region’s shortfall reality, and in 2005, over-allocation. Last year we 
talked about adjudication, and this year we plan to build on these themes with, “Growth, Ecology 
and Traditions: Not Enough Water for All.”  
 

 
 
You’ll probably see this more than once today, but the point is we’re using more water than is 
renewably restored.  
 

55,000 Acre Feet is 18 Billion Gallons 
Enough to Fill a Football Field 7 Miles Deep, Every Year !

The Regional Water Budget Bottom Line 

Inflows 
261,000 

Consumption
316,000 Deficit

55,000
af/yr 

Ongoing Deficit Spending of Water – 15-20% 
Last Quarter of the 20th Century

Building on Previous Assemblies 
 

•   Eighth Annual Water Assembly - 2004 
 The Urgent Shortfall Reality 

•   Ninth Annual Water Assembly  - 2005 
 The Region’s Over-Allocation of Water 

•   Tenth Annual Water Assembly - 2006 
 Adjudication – Curse or Salvation? 



 
 
This is a tree ring study that goes back two thousand years, and it shows where we are. We’re 
about 20% over budget right now, and yet we’re in the wettest period in a long time. Something 
needs to be adjusted, and that’s the purpose of the meeting today. 
 

 
The mission of the regional water plan is to balance use with renewable supply, and the fine print 
is, what actions will we need to take to really make this happen? 

Wettest Quarter Century in 2000 Years 

Average rainfall 14.5 

Chaco Canyon 

Rainfall Over 2000 Years in New 
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We Were Overspending When We Were Flush 

The Regional Water Plan 
 
 Completed – 2004 
  Sandoval, Bernalillo, and Valencia Counties  
  Accepted by All 20 Local Governments in Region 
  Accepted by NM Interstate Stream Commission 
 
Mission of the Plan: 
 

“Balance Water Use with Renewable Supply” 
 

What Actions Will Make It Really Happen? 



 

 
 
Here’s what’s on the agenda for today. We could always use more help, so please sign up and 
participate. 
 
 

 
 
www.WaterAssembly.org 

 

Summary of Today’s Agenda 
 
•   Setting the Stage: 

 The Problem, The Plan, and The Gaps 
•   Resource Stresses Since the Planning: 

 It’s Worse Than We Thought 
•   Identification of Water Assembly Priorities 

 We Can’t Do It All ! 
•   Government Perspectives 
•   Election of Advocacy Directors for WA Board 
•   Pueblo Perspective 
•   We Can’t Have It All ! 

 Technical Limitations/Reality 
 Constituency Viewpoints on Trade-Offs 
 Plenary Session to Recommend Balancing Actions   


