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POST OFFICE BOX 25862 ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87125-5862 (505) 991-4847 

 

Minutes—MRGWA Board Meeting (via Zoom) 

December 8, 2020 

 
Present:   Carolyn Kennedy, Lynn Montgomery, Norm Gaume, Theresa Cardenas, Bob Wessely, Ralph Wrons, Mike 

Marcus, John Brown, Oscar Simpson, Elizabeth Chestnut, Lora Lucero, Rachel Swanteson-Franz and Sig Silber 

 

Call to Order – Presence of a quorum was noted, and the meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. 

 

Approval of Agenda and Minutes:   

 

 1. Approval of Agenda: Mr. Gaume made a motion to approve the agenda, Mr. Wrons seconded the motion, and the 

agenda was approved unanimously. 

 

 2. Approval of Minutes of October 13, 2020: Mr. Wessely made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 13, 

2020, Board meeting, Mr. Marcus seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

FY21 Interim Financial Report:  Ms. Kennedy reported on the FY21 Interim Financial Report as follows: The checking 

account balance as of November 30, 2020, was $11,123.51.  

 

New Business (Discussion/Action Items) 

 

 1. Proposed Amended Bylaws:  Ms. Kennedy presented the redlined version of the proposed amended bylaws. 

After discussion noting some inconsistencies, lack of clarity, and awkward language, Mr. Wessely made a motion that the 

amended bylaws be further edited by the Executive Committee and distributed to the Board 30 days prior to the next 

meeting for approval. Mr. Brown seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

Further action: Proposed Amended Bylaws to be edited by the Executive Committee and distributed to the Board by Jan. 

3, 2021, for approval at the next Board meeting on Feb. 2, 2021. 

 

 2.   Newsletter December Launch; Recruitment of New Blog Authors: Ms. Cardenas announced that the first 

MRGWA Newsletter was launched a few days ago. The plan is to publish newsletters monthly. She solicited new blog 

entries from Board members. So far web statistics show that 28% of the recipients opened the newsletter and fewer than 

that clicked on the links, but according to the measurement parameters this is actually a good result. It was noted that 

several undeliverable notices were received. Mr. Gaume stated that our distribution list should be expanded to include 

more water policy people. Ms. Cardenas stated that the newsletter would be our major outreach tool to legislators and 

others. Mr. Brown suggested that the MRGWA and the NM Water Dialogue share lists. Mr. Simpson suggested that the 

Newsletter signup box be moved to a more prominent location on the Home page. 

Further action: Expand Newsletter Distribution List; review placement of Newsletter signup box. 

 

 3. Report and Feedback on Water Equity Webinar in Partnership with GreenLatinos and Opportunities for 

Other Partnerships:  Ms. Cardenas reported that she had worked with the GreenLatinos in putting together this webinar 

on water equity along the Rio Grande and had suggested speakers, such as Paula Garcia. She noted that 90 people had 

signed up for the webinar and that it was very successful. MRGWA should explore opportunities for partnerships on 

webinars with other organizations. 

Further actions: Reach out to other organization to partner with the Advocates on webinars. 
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 4. Building Water Equity Issues Page—Discussion of MRG Water Inequities:  Ms. Cardenas announced a plan 

to add a Water Equity Issues page to the new website. She defined the issue as Water Equity = Social Equity but 

recognizes that there are other ways to define it. The issue is how to achieve equity with less water. Some examples are 

lack of planning for less water and the need for partnering to build climate resilience. For the Issues page, the impacts of 

lack of equity need to be identified rather than a broad definition. She invited the Board to provide examples of water 

inequities in the Middle Rio Grande. During the discussion, numerous examples were offered by Board members (see 

attached list). 

Further actions: Build a Water Equity Issues page for the MRG Water Advocates website.  

 

 5. Basin Study Community Organizations Sector Initial Meeting; All Partners Meeting; Next Steps:  Ms. 

Cardenas announced that the Executive Committee had met with interested community organizations on November 24th. 

The sector meeting was very successful and well attended. There was a BOR All Partners Basin Study meeting on 

December 4th. Mr. Gaume then presented some of the History, What and Why slides about the Basin Study shown to the 

community organizations. He noted that the MRGCD under the leadership of Mike Hamman had long been a partner. ISC 

and ABCWUA signed the MOA in August and September. ABCWUA is contributing money to the study and will play a 

dominant role as a result. The politics will be important. The study purpose is to evaluate the balance of water supply and 

demand not only now but into the future under a variety of climate change adaptation strategies. One of the roles of the 

sectors will be to come up with adaptation strategies. The Study is not authorized to make decisions. It will be a three-year 

process. The Executive Committee submitted ten substantive comments to BOR on the draft Plan of Study. They were 

favorably received. BOR will prepare an updated Plan of Study with a two-week comment period. Mr. Gaume suggested 

that Mr. Brown write a short blog about the Basin Study as a decision-support tool. Community organizations need to 

decide whether to sign the MOA. 

Further Action: Prepare comments on updated Plan of Study when received; encourage Mr. Brown to write a blog on the 

use of the Basin Study as a decision support tool. 

 

 6. Green Amendment—Board Vote for Support in 2021 Legislature:  Mr. Wrons announced that the Green 

Amendment was about providing equity in environmental resources. He suggested providing background information to 

legislators, including fact sheets, concerning the proposed language of the bill. If approved by the legislature in 2021 it 

would go before the voters in the general election of 2022. He gave credit to Mike Neas, who participated in opposing a 

fracking ordinance passed in Sandoval County and then found out about the Green Amendment book by a lawyer in 

Pennsylvania and initiated efforts to bring the lawyer to NM and drum up support for it here. During the discussion, Mr. 

Brown asked about the last sentence in Section 1(C)—How can it be self-executing with no enforcement mechanism? Mr. 

Wrons replied that it would be in the NM Constitution as part of the Bill of Rights and doesn’t need supporting legislation 

to implement. Everyone would have standing to defeat contrary rules and legislation. Mr. Montgomery stated that the 

support was mostly from environmental NGOs and that efforts to broaden support to better reflect the people of New 

Mexico should be undertaken. Mr. Wrons stated that Antoinette Sedillo Lopez and Bill Soules would carry the bill in the 

Senate and Joanne Ferrary in the House. Mr. Wessely made a motion to add the MRG Water Advocates as a supporter of 

the Green Amendment in NM and Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Mr. Wrons 

noted that there was a place for the Water Advocates logo and that individuals could sign on as well, at 

www.nmgreenamendment.org.  

Further actions: MRG Water Advocates to sign on officially as an organization in support of the NM Green Amendment. 

 

 7. How Should MRGWA Stimulate Progress on the 50-Year Water Plan? 

 8. How Should MRGWA Deal with the Impending Compact Problem?   

Mr. Wessely addressed both of these items together:  The 50-year water plan was proposed by the Governor. It is a real 

opportunity to move forward, but the only action taken to date is that the ISC issued a briefing paper to extend the 2018 

water plan, which isn’t a real plan. Since the State lacks resources to proceed, this is an opportunity for the Advocates to 

search for funding to prepare a useful 50-year plan. With respect to the Compact, there is a serious compliance problem. 

By law NM can accrue no more debt than 200,000 Acre-Feet. In 2019, the State was 40,000 A-F in the hole and will be 

80,000-100,000 A-F in debt by the end of 2020. Existing trends will lead to noncompliance in two or three years. The 

State is ignoring the problem. What should the Advocates do?  In the discussion it was suggested that since there are 

currently no other organization focusing on this issue, it should become a leading campaign issue. The Governor should 

be made aware of the situation, and other organizations should be brought on board. Our newsletter and blogs can be a 

http://www.nmgreenamendment.org/
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tool. We should hold the agencies accountable and work with them collectively and individually to reform. Mr. Gaume 

announced that the 50-year water plan was the first item on the ISC’s agenda for the meeting of Dec. 17, 2020 [Note: The 

ISC meeting has since been rescheduled to Dec. 23, 2020]. The Basin Study will lay the groundwork for the plan. 

Further Action: The Executive Committee will work on a clear definition for the campaign to bring attention to the 

problem.  

 

Unfinished Business (Discussion/Action Items): 

 

 1. Progress Report—Water Legislation 2021:  Mr. Gaume stated that at Rep. Stansbury’s last Zoom meeting with 

her supporters, also attended by Mr. Montgomery and Ms. Kennedy, she indicated that she would not pursue 

transformative structural changes to the agencies in the 2021 legislative session. That is because the session will be 

conducted online and thus not allow extensive interaction with the legislators. Instead, she will introduce a Memorial. Mr. 

Gaume stated that because of the imminent problem, a simple bill is needed to get started in this session. He has requested 

a meeting with Sen. Sedillo Lopez to discuss ideas for such a bill 

Further Action: Mr. Gaume to work with Senator Sedillo Lopez in crafting a bill for the 2021 Legislature. 

 

 2. Website Traffic and Improvements:  Ms. Cardenas reported that she needed further clarity on the traffic reports 

to be able to ascertain which reports refer to bots. 

Further action: Ms. Cardenas will query Peter Oakley on how to interpret traffic reports. 

 

Schedule Next Board Meeting: The next Board meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, February 2, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Officers’, Directors’ and Public’s Comments and Announcements:  None 

.  

Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 

 

Minutes by Carolyn Kennedy 

 

APPROVED 

 

 __/s/ Theresa Cardenas___________         

Theresa Cardenas, President 
 


