
 

1 

 

    
POST OFFICE BOX 25862 ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87125-5862 (505) 991-4847 

 

Minutes—MRGWA Board Meeting (via Zoom) 

October 13, 2020 

 

 
Present:   Carolyn Kennedy, Lynn Montgomery, Norm Gaume, Theresa Cardenas, Bob Wessely, Ralph Wrons, Mike 

Marcus, John Brown, Jeff Goebel and Lora Lucero 

 

Call to Order – Presence of a quorum was noted, and the meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 

Approval of Agenda and Minutes:   

 

 1. Approval of Agenda: At Mr. Wrons’ suggestion, Mr. Marcus made a motion to amend the agenda, adding status 

of letter of support for an EIS re the LANL plutonium facility as Item (4) under Unfinished Business. Ms. Kennedy 

seconded the motion, and the agenda as amended was approved unanimously. 

 

 2. Approval of Minutes of August 25, 2020: Mr. Gaume presented and discussed his redlined corrections to the 

minutes of the August 25, 2020, Annual Meeting, and Mr. Wessely made a motion to amend the minutes to include Mr. 

Gaume’s corrections. Mr. Marcus seconded the motion, and the minutes as amended were approved unanimously. 

 

FY21 Interim Financial Report:  Ms. Kennedy reported on the FY21 Interim Financial Report as follows: The checking 

account balance as of September 30, 2020, was $12,223.72. Including Outstanding Checks as of October 13, 2020, total 

available funds were $11,133.82. 

 

New Business (Discussion/Action Items) 

 

1. Proposed Amended ByLaws:  Ms. Kennedy stated that the redlined copy of the proposed amendments presented was 

the collaborative effort of the Executive Committee. After extensive discussion of the proposed amendments, Article by 

Article, taking into account Ms. Hebard’s comments, the Board updated the proposed changes. A discussion of any 

changes to the Advocacy Group structure was deferred. Mr. Wessely moved to approve the markup of the proposed 

amended Bylaws for formal approval at the next Board meeting. Mr. Gaume seconded the motion, which was approved 

unanimously. 

Further action: ByLaws to be approved at the next Board meeting on Dec. 8, 2020. 

 

2.   Fundraising and Income Ideas, Grant Writing Preparation: Ms. Cardenas and Mr. Gaume have met numerous 

times concerning fundraising. As a start, they would like to explore the Google grant though Noventum, our website 

developers. The grant would provide monthly funding for preparing advertising spots on other websites and could lead to 

interest in our website and potential donations. Ms. Cardenas will prepare a narrative for a public service announcement. 

She has also been exploring the possibility of grants from other entities, such as the Thornburg Foundation, PNM, the 

McCune Foundation, the Santa Fe Community Foundation, and the W.H. Kellogg Foundation, which gives larger grants 

re food, agriculture, and childhood well-being. Any grant must align with the Advocates’ purpose and priorities. There 

was a discussion of member dues, but the topic was deferred for now. 

Further action: Ms. Cardenas will prepare a narrative for a public service announcement. 
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3. Discussion of Potential Transition to Paid Executive Director:  Ms. Cardenas will take the lead in exploring grants 

for this purpose, with the help of an experienced grant writer, Frances Ortega, who will review Ms. Cardenas’ draft and 

Executive Committee comments. Mr. Brown offered his assistance in this endeavor, as he has had extensive past 

experience in grant writing, both for operating funds and projects, as well as grant administration. Grant proposals will 

require a budget. At Mr. Goebel’s suggestion, it was agreed that the Advocates need to brainstorm on a list of what the 

organization can provide to obtain grant funding. 

Further actions: The Advocates need to brainstorm on a list of MRGWA particular knowledge, strengths, products, and 

the like, to improve chances of obtaining grant funding. 

 

4. Speaker Series Plan to Kick-Off Thursday, November 12:  Mr. Gaume presented a list of topics he and Ms. 

Cardenas prepared. He suggested a one-year program of monthly speakers with national reputations. The series needs to 

be focused on the Advocates’ role in the Basin Study, perhaps including a panel on water management in the Middle Rio 

Grande in 2020. During the discussion, several suggestions for speakers and additional topics such as ESA were made, 

and that a list should be prepared of the first several confirmed speakers. It was also agreed that the series needs a unifying 

theme, perhaps including the words sustainable, resilient and equitable. 

Further actions: Draft a unifying theme for the Speakers Series and prepare a list of the first several confirmed speakers.  

 

 5. City of Albuquerque Climate Change Planning:  Ms. Cardenas has been appointed to the Albuquerque Climate 

Task Force, composed of about 18 panel members representing different parts of the city. A plan was completed eight 

years ago and will be updated by the current Task Force. The focus will be on equity. The first meeting is tomorrow 

evening (Oct. 14) to discuss the planning process, including ideas to be implemented. Ms. Cardenas will ensure that water 

issues, such as hydrologic reality, are integrated in the updated plan. A sustainability person is staffing the Task Force, 

which is partnering with NM First for meetings. 

 

6. Coordination with Healthy Soil Working Group on Legislation re Regenerative Agriculture:  Mr. Montgomery 

read the announcement from the Healthy Soil Working Group (HSWG) requesting input and support for a Memorial to be 

enacted by the 2021 Legislature that 100% regenerative agriculture should be implemented by 2030. The HSWG requests 

input on the term Regenerative Agriculture. Mr. Gaume read a definition of the term as follows: “Farming and grazing 

practices that among other benefits defers climate change by building soil organic matter, restoring degraded soil and 

biodiversity, resulting in both carbon drawdown and improving the water cycle.” He felt this was a worthy endeavor for 

the Advocates to support. Ms. Cardenas suggested that Mr. Montgomery set up a Zoom meeting inviting interested Forum 

and Board members to discuss the Advocates’ support. Mr. Montgomery and Mr. Goebel stressed the importance of crop 

and species diversity. Mr. Goebel stated that the aspirational goal of 100% regenerative agriculture by the year 2030 was 

chosen because of the UN report that much needs to be done by then to avert climate catastrophe. Mr. Goebel also wants 

to expand the survey questions to include what is and is not regenerative agriculture and to request input about why it is 

impossible to achieve, and given that it is impossible, if it were possible, what would we do by 2030.  Ms. Cardenas noted that this 

would be a good topic for the Google grant. It was also suggested that Facebook’s Albuquerque Community Foundation 

might be a group to involve. [Note: Mr. Wrons after the meeting sent photos of the entry on Regenerative Agriculture in 

Project Drawdown and its ranking among the top 100 solutions] 

Further actions: Mr. Montgomery to set up a Zoom meeting inviting interested MRGWA Forum and Board members to 

solicit input for 2021 Legislature Memorial (e.g., what is RA and how it can be accomplished 100% by 2030).  

 

Unfinished Business (Discussion/Action Items): 

 

1. Progress Report, Rio Grande Basin Study:  Ms. Cardenas reported that the ISC and ABCWUA have now signed 

the MOA with BOR, so BOR can now move forward with the Plan of Study, which is to be sent out a month prior to the 

next meeting to allow for any comments to be incorporated. With respect to the Community Groups Sector, the Advocates 

have sent a letter to about 10 organizations to join the Sector under the leadership of the Advocates. Mr. Gaume has done 

personal outreach to these organizations, most of which have agreed to join. A meeting will be set up with these groups. 

before the next BOR All Partners Meeting. 

Further Action: Mr. Gaume to set up a meeting with the 10 or more groups invited to join the Community Groups Sector. 

 

2. Progress Report—Water Legislation 2021:  Mr. Gaume attended Representative Stansbury’s water legislation 

meeting last Friday, October 9.  Rep. Stansbury had invited a diverse group.  About 40 people attended. Rep. Stansbury 
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presented a list of bill topics for the 2021 Legislature to accomplish an initial set of steps toward the change to integrated 

water resources planning and management that she advocates and is leading.  Mr. Gaume discussed her list in detail. In his 

opinion, her ideas are exactly what needs to be done to overhaul State water policy. She had suggested that an outline is 

needed first, rather than bill language, to persuade people. Mr. Gaume deferred discussing the oil and gas proposed 

legislation until a later time. 

 

The Stansbury Oct 9 list of bill topics: 

• Establishing an authority to create a department or cross-agency basin-wide approach to integrated water 

management at the state level, that answers to the Governor and Legislature and under which falls and/or are 

coordinated OSE, ISC, and other agency water programs, with a broader mandate for integrated water resources 

management, modern IWRM authorities, and specific watershed scale directives to address hydrologic, planning, 

infrastructure, and other needs 

• Repealing the OSE requirement of the State Engineer being a licensed engineer and replacing with a list of other 

qualified technical authorities and insulating from political interference 

• Creating a bi-partisan commission/process to review the state’s water authorities and codes and provide 

recommendations on restructuring and modernization of the water code, including on groundwater, budget 

authorities, and technical assistance programs, to report back next year 

• Directing a 50-year plan that is science-based and includes a plan to address infrastructure, science, and on-the- 

ground needs for water for communities and nature and that takes into account hydrologic change 

• Authority for a state or basin-wide water quality permitting program 

• Clarifications of the state’s permitting process for allowing permitting of in-stream flows 

• Directing the state to consult with tribes and conduct a thorough assessment of how to better partner with tribes 

and consult with tribes on water management 
 

Further actions: Discussion of prospective Water Planning/Supply issues bills /resolutions for the 2021 Legislature 

should be on the agenda of the next Board meeting. 

 

 3. Website Forum Signups/Website Traffic:  Ms. Cardenas reported that in August there were 1400 unique 

visitors to the website, in September about the same number and 700 at the halfway mark in October. There were 7 or 8 

new Newsletter subscribers. 

 

 4. Update on LANL Letter (re Uranium Pits):  In response to Mr. Wrons request for a status report, Ms. Cardenas 

stated that she has been in communication with Mr. Luebben, and he wants to put a hold for now on the letter approved at 

last board meeting. 

 

Officers’, Directors’ and Public’s Comments and Announcements: Ms. Kennedy announced that the glitch preventing 

people adding comments to blog posts had been fixed.  

.  

Schedule Next Board Meeting: The next Board meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, December 8, 2020, at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Minutes by Carolyn Kennedy 

 

APPROVED 

 

 __/s/ Theresa Cardenas_______________________________         

Theresa Cardenas, President 
 


