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POST OFFICE BOX 25862 ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87125-5862 (505) 991-4847 

 

Minutes—MRGWA Board Meeting (via Zoom) 

April 13, 2021 

 
 

Present:   Carolyn Kennedy, Lynn Montgomery, Norm Gaume, Bob Wessely, Ralph Wrons, Mike Marcus, John Brown, 

Oscar Simpson, Lora Lucero, Sigmund Silber and Elizabeth Chestnut 

 

Call to Order – Presence of a quorum was noted, and the meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. 

 

Approval of Agenda:  Mr. Wessely made a motion to approve the agenda, Mr. Wrons seconded the motion, and the 

agenda was approved unanimously. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Mr. Wrons made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2021, Board meeting, Mr. 

Wessely seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved unanimously. Mr. Wrons made a motion to approve the 

minutes of the February 23, 2021, Special Board Meeting, Mr. Brown seconded the motion, and the minutes were 

approved unanimously. 

 

FY21 Interim Financial Report:  Ms. Kennedy reported on the FY21 Interim Financial Report as of April 9, 2021, as 

follows: The checking account balance as of March 31, 2021, was $10,830.93. It appears that the Main Post Office in 

Albuquerque lost MRGWA’s check to renew the P.O. Box for 2021. She had to reapply for a P.O. Box and fortunately 

was able to obtain the same box for an annual fee of $204. That check is still outstanding, thus the total available funds are 

$10,626.93.  

 

President’s Report:  Mr. Gaume announced that since her resignation from the Water Advocates, Ms. Cardenas had 

obtained a senior position with New Mexico First. She will stay in touch. 

 

Brief Committee Reports:  

 

 1. Editorial Board:  Mr. Gaume announced that the recent Bylaws amendment states that the Editorial Board is 

composed of the Executive Committee and volunteers. Currently Mr. Marcus is the only volunteer, making it a five-

member board. To approve website submissions, a simple majority is required. If there is an objection, the remaining four 

members would have to agree to approve. The Advocacy Project/Issue pages are being updated. Mr. Wessely has 

prepared a flow chart, which is being adjusted.  

Further action: Finalize update of Advocacy Project/Issue pages; finalize flow chart. 

 

 2.   Rio Grande Basin Study Committee:  Mr. Gaume reported that the Community Organizations Sector met on 

March 23rd and the next meeting is scheduled for April 27th. The March 23rd meeting had good participation and an 

excellent discussion based on a questionnaire prepared by Ms. McCann. He and Ms. McCann are working on an agenda 

for the April 27th meeting. The Executive Committee submitted comments and a letter on the draft Plan of Study on April 

1. BOR will circulated a new draft on April 15 with a new comment period. The Basin Study should officially begin in 

early May. There will be an All-Partners Meeting in May. The Water Advocates can be a co-lead by committing to 

$50,000 plus fringe benefits in in-kind services. This would ensure that the Advocates would have a permanent seat on the 

Steering Committee. Our proposal is due by April 15th, and BOR will forward it to the D.C. office for approval. Finally, a 
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plan for consensus-based training will be in the new draft Plan of Study, contingent on funding. Per Hannah Risley-White, 

the ISC is in favor of providing funding and will propose it in the Rio Grande Bureau Budget. 

Further Action: Submit proposal for the Water Advocates to be a co-lead in the Rio Grande Basin Study. 

  

 3. Water Planning Committee:  Mr. Wessely reported that the first meeting was held on March 26th. The mission 

was revised to include two major objectives: (1) the 50-Year State Water Plan; and (2) an MRG water plan in parallel with 

the Basin Study. Mr. Gaume noted that the ISC had contracted with an excellent expert team, and that the 50-year plan 

would be an overview only. The ISC did not obtain the $750,000 funding for the project, which evidences that 

transformative change will be essential. The first report is due in a couple of months. The Governor’s office is not 

participating in this project. Mr. Brown has prepared a chart on the 50-year water plan effort. He feels it is too siloed, 

although Ms. Sanchez is coordinating with other agencies involved in the Climate Change Task Force. Fifty years is a 

metaphor for taking the long view. The Advocates cannot prepare a regional water plan because of the change in its 

mission. He asked what comprises the region or is it flexible. Mr. Gaume stated concerning (1) a work plan is supposed to 

be completed in this fiscal year, but there is no detail in the budget. $50,000 was reallocated to WDA from Regional 

Water Planning; (2) he doesn’t know what will happen with regional water planning, but regional water planning 

boundaries will be recommended. The Water Advocates need to decide how to make our case and to whom to make it. He 

referred to a report by Rep. Stansbury and Karl Braithwaite. It sets out guidelines on how to organize agencies around the 

resource. There is a credible list of regions that will have water sustainability issues. The Advocates should concentrate on 

Basin Study and how to promote transformative change. Mr. Brown will add the Basin Study to the chart. 

 

 4. Agency Report Card Committee:  Mr. Gaume stated that periodic blog posts on the performance of the five or 

six water policy agencies, both complimentary and critical, will populate the Advocacy Project page. Ms. Lucero stated 

that land use planning should not be siloed.  

 

 5. Public Outreach Committee:  Mr. Wrons reported that the Speaker Series should include water budgeting and 

water budgets. The Series should start before Fall. 

Further Action: Agree on first several speakers and schedule. 

 

 6. Organizational Development Committee:  Mr. Gaume reported that he had contacted five people to ascertain 

whether they’d be interested in joining the MRG Water Advocates Board as at-large members and has received two 

expressions of maybe. Mr. Marcus reported concerning transitioning to a membership-based, dues-paying organization 

that the concept needs to be further analyzed and perhaps a list of advantages should be prepared. 

Further actions: Prepare presentation of pros and cons of reorganization, along with a draft proposal. 

 

Unfinished and Ongoing Business (Discussion/Action Items): 

 

 1. Final Update, 2021 Water Legislation: Mr. Wrons reported as follows: HB30, sponsored by Rep. Chandler, 

opposing preliminary approval of water leases, was tabled in committee. The State Engineer, along with the oil and gas 

industry and farming interests, opposed the bill. HB95, sponsored by Rep. Romero, which would have required the State 

Engineer to take climate change into account in water transfer decisions, was tabled in committee. SB86, sponsored by 

Senator Sedillo Lopez, which would have imposed restrictions on use of produced water, was tabled. Senator Stewart was 

opposed to the bill. HB9, sponsored by Rep. Stansbury, the climate solutions bill, died in committee. Perhaps the 

Advocates should meet with Rep. Stansbury after the election to discuss next steps. HB200, Gila Diversion, passed. It will 

transfer decisions to the Water Trust Board. SB212, sponsored by Senator Wirth, re makeup of the ISC failed. HB2, 

Appropriations, zeroed out the $750,000 to the ISC for water planning. HB92, Safe Water Drinking Fund, was vetoed by 

the Governor. 

 

 2. Website Traffic Report: Mr. Gaume stated that there is a noticeable uptick in website traffic after a Newsletter is 

published.  

 

New Business (Discussion/Action Items): 

 

 1. Request for More Committee Participants:  Mr. Wessely encouraged Board members and other attendees to 

sign up for the Advocates’ committees. 
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Schedule Next Board Meeting: The next Board meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, June 15, at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Officers’, Directors’ and Public’s Comments and Announcements:  None 

.  

Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes by Carolyn Kennedy 

 

APPROVED 

 

 __/s/ Norm Gaume_______________________         

Norm Gaume, President 
 


