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   MIDDLE RIO GRANDE WATER ADVOCATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 25862  ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87125 -5862   

(505)  454-0555 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  

Mario’s Pizzeria & Ristorante 

 

Minutes—July 1, 2019 

 
 

Present:  Bob Wessely, Carolyn Kennedy, Lynn Montgomery, Elaine Hebard, Jeff Goebel, Myrna Goebel, Mike Marcus, 

Norm Gaume, Oscar Simpson, Steve Burstein, Cameron Weber, Zoe Economou and Theresa Cardenas (by telephone). 

 

1.  Call to Order – Presence of a quorum was noted and the meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m. 

 

2.  Introductions – Everyone briefly introduced himself/herself. 

 

3.  Approval of Agenda:  Ms. Hebard made a motion to approve the agenda, Ms. Weber seconded the motion, and the 

agenda was approved unanimously. 

 

4.  Approval of Minutes:  Ms. Hebard made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2019, meeting to include 

clarification of Mr. Marcus’ remarks, which he will send to Ms. Kennedy. Ms. Economou seconded the motion, and the 

minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

5.  Business Items: 

 

 a.  Annual Business Meeting Items -- 

 

  (1) President’s Annual Report (Bob) -- The report was transmitted to the Board members 

electronically and in hard copy at the meeting. Mr. Wessely stated that some progress had been made over the past year, 

albeit slow.  

 

  (2) Treasurer’s Annual Report (Carolyn) – Copies of the report were distributed at the meeting. Ms. 

Kennedy stated that on the advice of Bank of the West, she had transferred the entirety of CD 287-000-264915 

($10,368,85) to an interest-bearing checking account, for a checking account total of $10,913.26 as of 6/30/19. Including 

the remaining CD worth $11,036.45, total funds available amount to $21,949.71. Since the checking account interest rate 

turned out to be only .01%, the Board discussed whether to transfer $7,500 from checking to the remaining CD when it 

matures on 8/8/19. Ms. Hebard made a motion to leave the funds as is contingent upon a budget being prepared for FY20, 

Mr. Simpson seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

  (3) Nominating Committee Report, Election of Officers (Lynn) – Mr. Gaume had circulated to the 

Board a Statement of Candidacy and Platform that Theresa Cardenas and he would be running for President and Vice 

President respectively and that a vote for them would be a vote for the platform. Ms. Kennedy stated that she would be 

willing to run again as Secretary-Treasurer. As there were no other nominations, the officers were elected by acclamation. 

Mr. Gaume stated that in the face of present denial of hydrologic reality and future projections of a declining Middle Rio 

Grande water supply, the new leadership would focus the organization’s water advocacy on the Basin Study and a Serious 

Middle Rio Grande Water Plan as set forth in Senate Bill 558, which was jointly prepared by the House Memorial 1 

Working Group and the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District.  He said that data are sufficient to serve as the basis of 

a reliable water plan. The Water Advocates will seek to have positive impacts on this important water planning for the 

entire Middle Rio Grande. 

 

 b.  Approval/Disapproval – Proposed ByLaw Changes (Carolyn) – After discussion, Mr. Gaume made a 

motion to approve the Bylaws as is, with corrections, until after the next Council when the advocacy groups may be 
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changed. Mr. Marcus seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Ms. Kennedy will prepare a clean copy and 

circulate to the Board. 

 

 c.  Report – 2019 Water-Related Bills (Ralph, Elaine) – Ms. Hebard stated that the Water Conservation 

Alliance had prepared a list of such bills. Mr. Wessely will circulate the list along with a description of the current 

advocacy groups. Mr. Goebel stated that the Policy Analysis Form (2 pages) he had introduced at the previous meeting 

helps to frame and analyze proposed legislation. He had used it effectively during the last legislature with respect to the 

Healthy Soils Act. He will circulate the form again. 

  

 d.  Report, Discuss, Assign Next Steps – Advocacy Approach -- 

 

      (1) Proposed Water Advocates Guidance Policy (Janet, Lynn) – Ms. Jarrett had prepared a list of 

policy issues that had been circulated to the Board. Mr. Montgomery proposed that (1) priority administration, originally 

farmers’ rights, as enshrined in the State Constitution and laws continue as the basis for allocating the water resource, and 

that (2) climate change needs to be taken into account in planning for a sustainable future. The Basin Study is important in 

that the data will be in one place.  

 

     (2)  What process do we use to choose a new advocacy target?  Ms. Hebard stated the need for 

criteria for advocating or not advocating for a specific policy, such as evaluating legislation or proposing new legislation 

based on what kind of future we want. Mr. Gaume noted that this has to be approached systematically, that the Basin 

Study is not enough. We need a plan, including the list of issues provided by Ms. Jarrett, which could possibly be 

incorporated into the Basin Study. It was decided that a committee should be formed to refine the list, which will include 

Mr. Goebel, Ms. Jarrett, Ms. Hebard, Mr. Gaume and Ms. Cardenas. The committee will use Mr. Goebel’s Policy 

Analysis Form. Ms. Hebard will set up a Zoom meeting of the Committee. 

 

 e.  Report, Discuss, Assign Next Steps – MRG Basin Study (RGNMBS) (Elaine) --   

 

  (1) Description of May 6 Kickoff Meeting in Santa Fe – Ms. Hebard stated that about 50 people 

attended and that the State Engineer stayed all day. 

 

  (2) Approval/Disapproval of Memorandum of Understanding – Mr. Wessely and Ms. Hebard are 

meeting tomorrow with Emma Kelly concerning the Water Advocates’ proposed changes to the MOU.  She noted that 

throughout there was sloppy use of the terms water use, water demand and water supply. Mr. Gaume made a motion to 

delegate authority to execute the MOU on behalf of the Advocates provided the Board gets a chance to comment on the 

revisions adopted. Mr. Montgomery seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

 f.  Report, Discuss, Assign Next Steps – OSE/HM1WG Task Force (Bob, Norm) -- Mr. Wessely stated that 

the group had met with the State Engineer on April 10
th
 to create a task force with the working group and the State 

Engineer’s office. It was decided that they would meet again in two weeks. No word yet, but perhaps it will happen during 

the third week of July. Maybe legislators could push for the meeting to be scheduled. The new ISC Director is Rolf 

Schmidt-Petersen. 

 

 g.  Report, Discuss, Assign Next Steps – Establishing Water Advocates’ Presence -- 

 

  (1) Website Update, Replacement (Theresa) 

  (2) Plan of Action and Initial Actions on Seeking Allies 

  (3) Facebook, Twitter, etc. 

 

Ms. Hebard made a motion to postpone the above item, Ms. Economou seconded the motion, and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

  

 h.  Schedule Next Board Meeting:  After discussion that Board meetings should be held more frequently and 

that a Council should be held this Fall, Mr. Gaume stated that Ms. Cardenas and he would decide on a date for the next 

Board meeting. 
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6. Officers’, Directors’ and Public’s Comments and Announcements:  Ms. Kennedy stated that the Nathan Boyd 

Estate et al. had filed a Motion for Leave to Intervene in the case of Texas v. New Mexico currently before the U.S. 

Supreme Court. The Court had recently ordered the Motion to be delegated to the Special Master for decision. A 

telephonic oral argument on the motion was conducted by the Special Master today, July 1
st
. The Special Master will issue 

a report. 

 

7. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

Minutes by Carolyn Kennedy 

 

 

APPROVED 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Theresa Cardenas, President 

 


